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went to stay with Annie Lee, who lived in Tennessee, and my youngest brother, Julian, came to us to go to school for a year. The following year Mother moved to Bridgeport, Connecticut, to make a home for Randolph, Wilmer and Julian, who were in business there. They took a small house on Fairfield Avenue, where all the old things from Virginia were transplanted and where for five years they made a centre around which we all gathered whenever we could and found much happiness in being together again. However, the climate was severe in winter, and despite the unfailing kindness of their new friends, Mother longed for the South. As Washington was the home of Gertrude, my oldest sister, as well as myself, they all came there, and Norman gave all the boys places in his jewellery business, known for over a hundred years as Gait's- He was then the sole owner.
I have not yet given a picture of my gentle mother. She was very lovely physically, and had the purest spirit I have ever known. Her presence was a benediction, and no one ever heard her say an unkind thing. I always think of her when I read "Charity suffereth long and is kind", for she lived that precept every hour of her life. She was married before she was eighteen. My father being older, and she of a timid nature, from the first she deferred to him in everything. But after a decision was made, she stood by it with all the loyalty and gallantry of a trained soldier carrying out the commanding officer's directions.
She had in all eleven children, and raised to maturity nine of us. All this was done with the slenderest means, with inadequate servants, and despite personal privations. But she was always adequate, and radiantly happy. She and my father were necessarily apart a great deal, for he was much absent from home, first as judge of the Circuit Court, and then as attorney for the Norfolk and Western Railroad Company. They never failed to bridge the distance with daily letters, and I have often seen Mother with a baby on her lap, and another tiny child at her knee, seated: at a table,